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, Then we had a levee and innumerable introductions;

the common people crowding every approach,
filling every door and gazing through every window.
This -went on all day, to our great annoyance, for
we could not get a breath of fresh air, but it was
all so strong a proof of friendliness that we put up
with it as best we could . . . Every now and-
then a new procession of yellow-robed monks,
arranged in order of seniority of ordination, and
each carrying his palm leaf fan, came to visit
and bless us. It was an intoxicating experience
altogether, a splendid augury of our future relations
with the nation." "

It was during these long and fatiguing tours with
Madame Blavatsky that Colonel Olcott commen-
ced the wonderful series of cures by mesmeric
passes for -which he became famous throughout
India.  This fame became almost a nuisance,
because at every town or village at which they
stayed the Colonel was literally besieged by
applicants suffering from all sorts of pains and
troubles. An incident which occurred at Tinnevelly
is typical and well worth quoting. fi< I had gone to
the Pagoda/' Colonel Olcott writes, <fi and was
followed by at least a thousand idlers, who, for lack
of better amusement, watched my every step, and
exchanged opinions on my personal appearance. A
young man of twenty-five or thirty was brought to me.
through the press, by his father, with a p.xayer" th'af
I would restore his speech which he had lost three
years before. Having neither elbow-room nor breath-
ing space, I climbed up on the continuous pedestal or
basement that supports a long line of monolithic
carved figures of Hindu deities, drew the patient up
after me, called for silence and made the father tell
the people about the case." Then the Colonel laid
his hands on the unfortunate dumb man and made

1 Old Diary Leaves, Vol. II, p. 158.